
UHC Thesis Defense 
 
 
The thesis defense should be scheduled so as to permit time to make corrections, process the final 
document, have it bound, signed, and delivered to the UHC office by Friday of dead week of the 
term a student expects to graduate or complete OSU requirements.   
 
 
The thesis defense is comparable in form and process to a Master’s student defense but the 
substance is clearly at an undergraduate level.   
 
1) The mentor should call the room to order and introduce the student to those in attendance. 
2) The student should present a summary of his or her work in no more than 30 minutes. 
3) The student should invite the public (family, friends, and any other non-committee members) 

to ask questions. 
4) The mentor should then thank the student and respectfully dismiss all public members from 

the room.  All but the committee members, mentor, and student should exit the room. 
5) The committee then asks the student more in-depth questions regarding his or her thesis. 
6) The student is then excused while the committee confers. 
7) The student is then asked to return to the room to be told of any necessary changes, 

corrections, and of course, positive feedback.  
 
 
Rooms should be booked for a 2 hour time block to allow for any A/V set-up and take-down time 
and in case of extended questions, although the process often takes approximately 1 hour. 
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