Oregon State University
Honors College

Undergraduate Thesis Defense Agenda

DATE

TIME

LOCATION

Candidate:
STUDENT’S NAME, STUDENT’S ACADEMIC MAJOR(S)
Committee Members:
NAME OF THESIS MENTOR representing MENTOR’S DEPARTMENT, Thesis Mentor

NAME OF COMMITTEE MEMBER #1 representing MEMBER’S DEPARTMENT, Committee Member

NAME OF COMMITTEE MEMBER #2 representing MEMBER’S DEPARTMENT, Committee Member

Defense Agenda:
1. Call to order (Thesis Mentor)

2. Purpose and format of defense (Thesis Mentor)

3. Introduction and Welcome to student and audience (Thesis Mentor)

4. Public presentation – 30 minutes (Student)

5. Open discussion – 10-15 minutes (All in attendance)

6. Visitors are excused (committee break, as necessary) (Thesis Mentor)

CLOSED COMMITTEE SESSION

7. Review of thesis, questioning of student, discussion (Committee Members)

8. Student is excused (Thesis Mentor)

9. Discussion (Committee Members)

10. Student is recalled (Thesis Mentor)

11. Announcement of defense results to student (Thesis Mentor)

12. Optional: If the thesis PASSES, committee members sign the electronic thesis submission approval form and return it to the student for inclusion submission to the Honors College. The signed approval form signifies completion of a successful defense. 

*Plan 90 minutes for defense agenda items.
*Plan 120 minutes total for the defense, including AV set up and take down. 

*The thesis mentor chairs the meeting. 

*The defense may be open or closed. 
